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 15th SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 12 JULY 2020 

(Prayer of the Church Week 3 Parish Mass Book Page 102) 

 

MASSES THIS WEEK  

Saturday 9.00am People of the Parish 

Sunday 10.00am Juliette & Gerard Brady (20th Anniversary) 

Monday 7.00pm Harry Coulthard 

Tuesday 9.00am People of the Parish 

Wednesday 7.00pm Anthony Waring 

Thursday 9.00am Private Intention 

Friday 9.00am Holy Souls 

 

MASSES NEXT WEEKEND 

Saturday 9.00am Pat Pennington 

Sunday 10.00am People Of  the Parish 

 

Novena No novena this week 

Confessions No confessions this week 

Meditation No meditation this week   

 
 
 Counters team next Sunday 

 No counters needed 

 

 PURIFICATORS NEXT WEEK 

 I will do them 

 

 

 

MASSES:  Permission has now been given to offer public Masses in our churches.  The 

conditions under which these are offered are demanding to say the least.  In my state of 

health at the moment I feel that I can only offer Masses on line as I have been doing for 

the last few months.  

DYING BEFORE WE DIE:  What is the wisdom that matters now? For me, it’s the 

Paschal Mystery [the passion, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus the 

Christ]. . . . Simply, the one who would save his life or her life will lose it and the 

one who’s willing to lose it, will save it. In all great religious traditions, this is the 

eye of the needle. Everything that’s good, everything that’s abiding, everything 

that’s worthy, everything that’s generative about a human being arises on the other 

side of our fear of death. . . . The whole tradition we’ve had of “dying before you 

die” sounds like martyrdom from the outside, but what you really discover is, it’s 

the gateway to freedom.  Jesus within our own Christian path not only tried to point 

toward what this new life is, but he also took us there and left us with the promise 

that he carries this, that he takes it on. Any one of us who summons the great courage 

within us to gird up our loins and die before we die are not left unaccompanied. It’s 

on the other edge of that that we’re really set free to courage, to compassion, and to 

generosity—this is where the Paschal Mystery begins to come in.  The values that 

are called the fruits of the Spirit by St. Paul—gentleness and peace and forbearance, 

compassion, love, joy—these are alchemical products that grow on the other side of 

the human being not afraid to die. We can find and collectively draw on those 

wonderful gifts. But it requires the personal willingness (as the old monks in the 

desert said), to “sit in your cell and ponder the hour of your death” until you’ve really 

worked through your system what this promise means: “Whether we live or die, we 

are the Lord’s” [Romans 14:8]. . . . With that, having moved from something nice 

you recite on Sundays to something you know in the marrow of your bones, then 

you walk into the planet as a vessel of love and nothing can touch you.  To the extent 

that we live our life from the heart now with utter integrity, death proves to be no 

interruption to identity. . . . Who we are is held in the love of God from before time; 

and as we lean into that now in life and taste it, we’ll be prepared to really see death 

as the fullness of being and not as the lessening of it. 

PORTICO FUNDRAISERS:  Portico Fundraisers are resuming collecting to raise 

money for their 2020 charities.  InterCare (medical aid for Africa) and the Medaille 

Trust.  We would welcome new dressings and bandages, soap, toothpaste and 

toothbrushes for Africa, and good clean clothing and footwear for recycling to raise 

money for both charities.  Contact Virginia 01744 886106 or Gill 01744 600209 to 

arrange a drop off or collection. 

SUPPORT:  Many thanks to all who continue to support the church financially 

during this time.  Much appreciated. 
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